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August 9, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  Council, Monday, August 12, 2019 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 
 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that estimates are finally starting to come in for the 

neighborhood enhancement projects!   As soon as all of them are received, we will be asking for 

MSHDA pre-approval to get started. 

The Master Plan is well under way with 3 ward-specific open houses planned: 

Wednesday, August 21st-Middle School Cafeteria – 6 PM 

Thursday, August 29th-Southwest Michigan Business Center - 6PM 

Wednesday, September 4th-Snow Building Community Room – 6 PM 

Please consider joining us while we exchange information with our community!  The attached flyer 

may be posted anywhere you think people will be interested.   If you need printed copies, please 

contact Natalie or Bobbie Jo.   

There are no code activities to report this week.  Our code enforcement officer has been on 

vacation; however, Lincoln School has been posted to allow police action for vagrant activity. 

 

Department of Public Service Director, 

Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across 

the city.  Water valves and sewer services 

filled much of the week.  Water valves were 

repaired on Willard St., S. Lowe, and Percy 

(assisted by McDonald Underground).   

 

Sewer taps were installed for two residences 

on Center St., also installing a corp valve at 

the water main, and replacing a lead water 

service line in the process.   

 

 



This project will separate three houses that currently share the same tap.  Grounds and Summer 

Help replaced the water pump at Rotary Park, fertilized the planting beds, and continued spraying 

for weeds as time allows.  In addition, we did some last-minute set-up for the Frazier Memorial 

Softball Tournament and Dowagiac Police National Night Out. 

 

Cleaning of storm inlets/basins and valve-turning continues.  All affected lift-station 

communication boards have been changed and programmed; and, Travis has been servicing 

generators and performing preventative maintenance on the fleet.   

Having closed on the McKay properties, we are in the 

process of assessing the building at 143 S. Front St. and 

already having removed the trash, tree, and lean-to from 

the back (assisted by Gutter Guys).  

 

The permit for the sewer extension to the development 

on Spruce/Parsonage has been submitted.  We are 

working with Wightman to revise/resubmit the Asset 

Management Plans for the Dowagiac and Cass County 

water systems, as well as working to complete the 

reliability study for the CCWS.  Tri-State/Professional 

Pump was in at the WWTP to remove and assess why 

the recently rebuilt blower motor failed.  We are also 

working with Securit Metals to renew their IPP 

(Industrial Pre-treatment Program) permit.  

Mitch attended the Sister Lakes Area Utilities Authority 

Board meeting.  And, DPS thanks the Dowagiac Fire 

Department who completed hydrant flushing for the year, and Summer-Help employee Matthew 

Briney whose last-day was Thursday. 

 

Deputy Police Chief David Toxopeus, reports “National Night Out” with the Dowagiac Police and 

Fire Departments was a HUGE success!  Sixty-seven families went home with finger print records 

of their children.  Officers and Firefighters taught police and fire safety, kids were able to explore 

the different vehicle resources the departments utilize.  K9 Tole and his handler Kevin Roman, 

explained Tole’s role and performed demonstrations.  Most importantly, everyone had FUN!  



“National Night Out” is a nation-wide community 

building opportunity to promote police-community 

partnerships. Deputy Police Chief David Toxopeus 

explained it well to a reporter; “It’s like the old days 

where your neighbors watched out for you. Your 

neighbors always knew when somebody was at your 

house that didn’t belong. We are trying to return to 

those days when everyone looked out for each other. It takes a community to raise a child, and we 

are trying to get back to that.” 

You can even check out the dance moves of Dowagiac Officers Mackenzie Prins and Thorn Lewis, 

as well as Kyle Slater from the Pokagon Tribal Police Department, on the department’s Facebook 

page. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

 


